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ON THE COVER 
Sit & Tell Project 
Toledo Museum of Art Glass Pavilion

“The wonderful thing about MTS 

is when we say we want our own 

unique chair, they say, ‘Okay, what 

does it look like?’”

ROGER THOMAS
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF DESIGN

WYNN DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT

“Design for drama, romance and 
beauty, but above all, comfort.” This is 
the design philosophy of one of today’s 
interior design icons, Roger Thomas. 

His 37-year partnership with Steve 
Wynn, whom he described as a “great 
inspirer of innovation,” has changed the 
aesthetic of casino resorts and set a new 
standard for luxury resort properties. 

As the Executive Vice President of 
Design for Wynn Design & Development, 

Thomas has been the design visionary 
for Las Vegas properties, including the 
Mirage, the Bellagio, Treasure Island, 
Wynn Las Vegas and Encore Las Vegas. 
Now the company has taken Wynn to 
China, where they have developed its 
third casino, the Wynn Palace Cotai. And 
Wynn Design & Development asked MTS 
to create a custom banquet chair for the 
occasion—the Wynn Palace ballroom chair.

“Most important to us is the comfort of 
our guests. That said, seating must also 
have a distinctive style,” said Thomas. 
“We would never use a pedestrian design. 
Finally, and equally important on my list, 
are durability and wearability, so that the 
chair looks and sits as well in 5–10 years, 
after constant abuse, as it does when it 
first goes into the property.”

When asked about his relationship with 
MTS Seating, Thomas said, “We’re kind of 

A DESIGN 
COLLABORATION 
BETWEEN
ROGER THOMAS 
AND MTS SEATING 
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devoted to MTS because the COMFORTflex® 
back is the tipping point for comfort in a 
banquet chair. If I’m in an MTS banquet chair, I 
can go on for two or three hours, and the flex 
back gives so much relief. It makes for more 
comfort and a lot less fatigue for the guest.” 

Ease of use is also important to Thomas, 
which is why he appreciates The Wynn Palace 
ballroom chair’s hand hold. “I’ve learned that 
everybody likes a handle on a chair,” said 
Thomas, and one of my responsibilities is to 
make sure every one of our staff members has 
an easier time at his/her job so that our staff’s 
interaction with our guests is more delightful 
and focused. If you’re struggling with a chair, 
it’s hard to be gracious.” 

Thomas described his MTS rep, Zac 
Harpin, as “speaking Wynn fluently,” and 
said “Harpin is always willing to go the 
extra mile.” Where other hospitality seating 
companies might balk at a custom order, 
Harpin’s response is different. “He always 
says ‘Yes and when do you need it?’” said 
Thomas. He talked about the collaborative 
nature of his relationship with MTS, adding, 
“The wonderful thing about MTS is when we 
say we want our own unique chair, they say 
‘Okay, what does it look like?’”

Thomas’ vision is grand. He started his 
journey in the final two years of high school 
at Interlochen Arts Academy in Interlochen, 

Michigan. He earned a BFA in art history from the School of the 
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston in partnership with Tufts University, 
and an honorary Master’s Degree from The Interior Design 
Institute of Design in Newport Beach, California. 

Thomas is widely traveled. “My travels always inform my 
work,” said Thomas. “In addition to architecture and design, I’ve 
studied furniture and its history as much as I’ve studied art and 
its history. All of it fine-tunes the eye so that you’re imagining 
things. As I’ve aged, I’ve gained a more sophisticated sense of 
right and wrong and certainly more confidence in my decisions, 
because I have a greater historical backlog of successful 
examples to draw upon.”  

When asked why Wynn is developing its third property in 
China, Thomas said, “Why not? When Southeast Asia opened 
its gaming, we were only one of three licensees to be awarded, 
and every gaming company in the world tried. So we’re very 
grateful for the opportunity to do business in China. It’s very 
inspiring, and it’s wonderful to get out of your comfort zone and 
approach an entirely new atmosphere, geographic location, 
culture, tradition, history. It makes you learn enough to be 

comfortable and confident in innovative 
approaches to design.”

The Chinese design aesthetic also 
dictated a custom finish for the Wynn 
Palace Ballroom chair. It’s a gold 
powdercoat, which can be very challenging 
to get right. According to Thomas, “Gold 
is always difficult, because it can be very 
acid; it can be green; it can be many of the 
wrong things. We like it to be a little more 
22 carat, not white gold, but a gold finish 
that’s not yellow or citrus in tone. So we 
were very specific about it, but we achieved 
the color we wanted.”

Thomas has coined the word 
“evocatecture” to describe the way he 
works. He said, “My job really is to create 
dramatic and memorable experiences—
experiences that become indelible, that 
remain with you hopefully forever … and 
they’re dramatic, original and unique 
enough that if you want that experience 
again, that wonder, that delight, that 
surprise, you realize the only place you’re 
going to get it is at Wynn.”

MTS Seating and Wynn Design 
& Development have enjoyed a 
productive partnership. MTS has 
developed seating solutions for 
several Wynn properties. Roger 
Thomas and his staff come 
back to MTS for comfort and 
custom seating solutions that 
fit their three most important 
criteria: the comfort of their 
guests, the distinctive style 
delivered by 
MTS’ custom 
designs, and the 
durability of the 
products. 

That’s 
The Art of 
Seating at 
its best.

The MTS Custom 

Shoppe worked in 

collaboration with 

Wynn design to create 

the Wynn Palace chair 

that features a custom 

hand hold, keystone 

decorative element and 

custom-formulated 

powdercoat frame finish.
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GLOSSARY
CARBON FOOTPRINT – the amount of carbon 
dioxide or other carbon compounds emitted into 
the atmosphere by the activities of an individual, 
company, country, etc. At MTS, we track our 
energy usage to determine our carbon footprint 
and work to reduce our levels each year.

ENVIRONMENTALLY PREFERABLE PURCHASING 
– purchasing a product that has a lesser negative 
effect or increased positive effect on human 
health and the environment, when compared 
with competing products that serve the same 
purpose. At MTS, we partner with suppliers who 
share our sustainability vision. In a competitive 
situation, MTS will always partner with the 
supplier who has a stronger commitment to  
the environment. 

GREENGUARD – a certification that helps 
manufacturers create, and helps buyers identify, 
interior products and materials that have low 
chemical emissions, improving the quality of the 
air in which the products are used. MTS has been 
GREENGUARD Air Quality Certified® for nine 
consecutive years on our line of metal-framed 
seating products.

GREENWASHING – disinformation disseminated 
by an organization so as to present an 
environmentally responsible public image. At MTS, 
we seek out third-party validations to support our 
sustainability initiatives. We would never make 
false claims regarding any of our efforts as a 
company, including those related to sustainability. 

HAZARDOUS AIR POLLUTANT (HAP) – pollutant 
that causes or may cause cancer or other serious 
health effects, such as reproductive effects or 
birth defects, or adverse environmental and 
ecological effects. MTS products and processes 
are free of the levels of air pollutants that could 
potentially harm employees or customers.                                 

INDOOR AIR POLLUTION – refers to chemical, 
biological and physical contamination of indoor 
air. It may result in adverse health effects. MTS 
products are GREENGUARD certified and do not 
contribute to indoor air pollution.                                         

M T S  S Y N E R G R E E N ®

LEADERSHIP IN ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

DESIGN (LEED) – an environmental rating system 
developed by the United States Green Build 
Council (USGBC) to evaluate the environmental 
performance of a building and encourage market 
transformation towards sustainable design. MTS 
products can earn LEED points based on our 
GREENGUARD certification.         

MARRIOTT SUPPLIER SUSTAINABILITY 

ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (SAP)– a required 
evaluation for all Marriott FF&E supplier partners 
in conjunction with MindClick Global, Inc. that 
evaluates company sustainability practices 
in every facet of their organization from raw 
materials all the way through to the end of the 
life of the product. MTS has earned Sustainability 
Leader status from the Marriott Supplier SAP, the 
highest possible designation available.

MINDCLICK GLOBAL SUSTAINABILITY INDEX – 
created in 2011 as a tool for hoteliers, designers 
and specifiers to help assist them in making 
informed purchasing decisions as it relates to 
suppliers and their green initiatives. In 2014,  
MTS earned Sustainability Leader status  
with MindClick.

OFF-GASSING – refers to the release of airborne 
particulates or chemicals from common products 
including construction materials, carpeting, 
cabinetry, furniture, paint, and other goods. With 
our GREENGUARD certification, customers can 
have peace of mind that MTS products will not 
off-gas in their facilities.

POST-CONSUMER RECYCLED CONTENT – a 
material or finished product that has served its 
intended use and has been diverted or recovered 
from waste destined for disposal. 

POST-INDUSTRIAL (PRE-CONSUMER) RECYCLED 

CONTENT – scrap material that is generated 
during the normal manufacturing process that 
is recycled back into its raw material state. 
MTS utilizes raw materials containing post-
consumer and post-industrial recycled content 
whenever possible.

RECLAMATION – the act of returning something 
to a former, better state. MTS uses cyclone-based 
reclamation technology in our powdercoating 
system to reuse overspray and eliminate waste.

RECYCLABILITY – the ability of a product or 
material to be recovered from or otherwise 
diverted from the waste stream. At the end 
of their product life, MTS chair components, 
including the frame and wood, can be easily 
recycled through local sources.

RENEWABLE ENERGY – energy derived from 
sources that do not become depleted such as 
the sun, wind, water currents, eligible biomass, 
and geothermal energy. MTS has purchased 
renewable energy and carbon offsets as part of 
our ongoing commitment to sustainability.

SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY – the continuing 
commitment by businesses to behave ethically 
and contribute to economic development while 
improving the quality of life of the workplace, 
as well as the local community and society at 
large. To read about our commitment to social 
responsibility, visit: www.mtsseating.com/about-
mts/social-responsibility/.

SUSTAINABILITY – the quality of not being 
harmful to the environment or depleting natural 
resources, and thereby supporting long-term 
ecological balance. As written in our SynerGreen 
philosophy, MTS is committed to making 
continuous sustainability improvements through 
all facets of our organization.

VOLATILE ORGANIC COMPOUND (VOC) – 
emitted as gases from certain solids or liquids. 
VOCs include a variety of chemicals, some of 
which may have short- and long-term adverse 
health effects. MTS purchases raw materials 
with limited or no VOC content and our products 
have been GREENGUARD certified for indoor air 
quality for nine consecutive years.

For additional information on our 
commitment to sustainability, 
visit www.seating.green.

MTS Seating is sensitive to the impact of 
our manufacturing on the world around us. 
That’s why we developed and adopted the 
SynerGreen philosophy to make continuous 
environmental improvements in all of our 
processes and products, while practicing 
sound business principles that focus on 
satisfying customer needs. We also know that 
the world of sustainability has its own lexicon 
of terms that everyone may not fully grasp. 
Don’t worry, we’ve got you covered. Here is a 
glossary of terms and how MTS incorporates 
them into our products and processes.



MTS is proud to have participated this 
past summer in a local community art 
project called Sit & Tell. We provided 
100 chairs as part of the project that 
was organized by AIGA Toledo and The 
Toledo Arts Commission. The goal of the 
project was to connect people through 
the sharing of positive stories and used 
the metaphor of a chair as an invitation 
for friendship and communication. The 
Sit & Tell project collected 100 audio/
video stories from Toledo citizens on 
World Story Telling Day, March 20, 2016 
using this year’s global theme of Strong 
Women. The stories were told and 
recorded and then given to local artists, 
selected through a juried process, who 
then interpreted the stories graphically. 
These visual interpretations were placed 
onto 100 MTS model S10-SQ Moderne 
chairs and traveled 10 chairs at a time on 
exhibitions throughout the Toledo area 
this past summer. “We were so thrilled 
to be a part of the Sit & Tell project this 

EVERY 
CHAIR
TELLS 
A STORY.
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MTS HELPS TOLEDO, OHIO 
PUT STRONG WOMEN 

IN THE SPOTLIGHT 
THROUGH SIT & TELL.

year, and to help tell the stories of 100 
Strong Women of Toledo,” said Scott 
Schutt, marketing manager with MTS 
Seating. “We used the Moderne chair for 
this project, because its elegant lines and 
wood-shell construction provide a stylish 
background for the art. We reproduced 
the artwork in a colorful vinyl material that 
was displayed on the seat and the inner 
back of the chair. A clear vinyl topcoat 
protected the artwork while the chairs 
were on exhibition.”

The project culminated in a closing 
reception on Saturday September 24th, 
at the Toledo Museum of Art Glass 
Pavilion. For the first and only time, all 
100 chairs were on display together 
and the day was a celebration of the 
storytellers and the artists. During the 
reception, MTS Seating was recognized 
and thanked by project organizer Jenn 
Stucker for our generous donation. The 
chairs were then placed in an online 

auction and the money raised will be 
distributed back to Toledo art programs 
for children. “This project weaves 
seamlessly with The Art of Seating 
philosophy we practice every day that 
chairs are more then just a place to sit, 
but can be works of art that add to the 
overall design aesthetic of a room or 
facility,” said Bart Kulish, president of 
MTS. “On top of that, we always look to 
give back to the community whether it 
be through our sustainability efforts or by 
participating in a project like Sit & Tell.” 

To see all 100 designs and hear the 
stories behind the art, please visit 
www.sitandtell.com.
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SierraSolid
®

MADE IN THE

USA

NEW COLORS FOR

Our molded SierraSolid tabletops are 
constructed from a proprietary acrylic-
based resin that delivers unmatched 
consistency of color and superior 
color retention, scratch resistance and 
cleanability. 

To check out all of MTS’ tables, as 
well as the rest of our products, 
visit mtsseating.com.

R01 METALLO R02 GRIGIO 

R04 CREMA 

R05 ARDESIA R06 RUGGINE 

R08 VERDE 

R03 CARRARA

R07 CIELO 

MTS offers the most 
extensive line of solid surface 
tables available in the 
marketplace today.  

And now with the addition of 
eight marble pattern options, 
we have over 70 unique 
SierraSolid colors that vary in 
texture, material and pattern, 
giving you an unrivaled palette 
of choices.
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NEW COLORS FOR

Introducing the 465 Series
The 465 Series takes strength and durability to a whole 
new level. Featuring a sturdy galvanized steel frame, a 
durable white vinyl padded top and a 3/4-inch AC grade 
plywood core, these tables are ideal for both meeting and 
banquet applications. 

Upgrades to the 415 Series
Known for its versatility, the 415 Series now comes with an 
optional 14-inch modesty panel. Available on Meeting Room 
Leg style tables in sizes 18 x 72, 18 x 96, 30 x 72, and 30 x 
96. The 415 Series features a plywood core, black vinyl edge 
and matching laminate on the top surface. Choose from six 
standard and nine premier laminates.

New Tables in All Shapes
Looking for specialty-shaped tables to enhance the look and versatility 
of your banquet and meeting rooms? MTS has you covered with a 
full selection of new quarter-round, half-round and crescent-shaped 
tables with laminate, plywood, lightweight ABS, and padded tops.

CHECK OUT

Built to exceed both BIFMA standards and our customers’ expectations, 
MTS’ high-performance Continuity Collection folding tables already set 
the industry standard for quality, functionality and strength. And now 
we’re adding to our offering a variety of new shapes, styles and options.

Continuity 
Collection 
Folding Tables

4 6 5  S E R I E S 4 1 5  S E R I E S



The MTS Representative in your area is: INSPIRED  November 2016

MTS Seating
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Boulders Resort & Spa 
Carefree, AZ

Columbia Sussex
Crestview Hills, KY
CF24/3 Salvo Banquet Chair
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